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'nmental program to raise the level of concern about drinking ay be out of place in these drier parts of the country. Similarly, imeone who drinks in these parts of the country may feel uiecessarily condemned for doing so, although it is not known this is a serious problem.
In general, there are potential risks in raising people's level : concern about their own and others' drinking. As more and ore drinking behaviors are defined as unacceptable, the rate : those practices may decline. But the people who continue
drink in those ways will have a greater chance of being beled as deviants and feeling at odds with the larger society. xr some problems caused by drinking, it may be wiser to intinue to deal with symptoms as they occasionally occur than
tackle an underlying cause. Hostility toward alcohol can reduce a drinker's normal opportunities for work or leisure. In some cases, a reduction in this hostility would be a step forward.
